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Legislative Advocacy Priorities

2009-2013
Purpose: 

The Legislative Advocacy Committee of the Disability Rights Legal Center works to support and oppose legislative and regulatory action of significance to people with disabilities.

Priorities:  

The DRLC has adopted the following federal and state legislative advocacy priorities, which were identified in the five-year strategic plan, to guide the effective and efficient use of the resources of the DRLC and collaboration with other allies:

1. People with disabilities will have access to and receive affordable and quality healthcare

a. The DRLC will adopt and implement a legislative advocacy strategy to improve the access of people with disabilities to access affordable and quality healthcare.  

1) This will be achieved through supporting legislative proposals, such as those that:

· Remove pre-existing condition exclusion clauses from health insurance policies

· Provide patient/consumer protections 

· Provide patient access to clinical trials

· Expand access to healthcare

2) This will also be achieved though the opposition to legislative proposals, such as those that:

· Cut Medicaid or Medicare provider reimbursements

· Cut Medicaid or Medicare program benefits

· Reduce access to the Major Risk Medical Insurance Program (MRMIP)
· Remove or reduce patient/consumer protections

2. People with disabilities and their caregivers will have access to adequate and effective protections from employment discrimination and medical leaves of absence
a. The DRLC will adopt and implement a legislative advocacy strategy to improve the access of people with disabilities to adequate and effective protections from employment discrimination and medical leaves of absence
1) This will be achieved through supporting legislative proposals, such as those that:

· Expand access to the FMLA
· Provide paid sick days

· Provide or expand access to paid family leave

2) This will also be achieved though the opposition to legislative proposals, such as those that:

· Limit employee protections
3. People with disabilities will have improved access to Social Security Disability Benefits

a. The DRLC will adopt and implement a legislative advocacy strategy to advocate for a change in the Social Security Disability program to improve the access of people with disabilities to Social Security Disability Benefits
1) This will be achieved through supporting legislative proposals, such as those that:

· Expand access to SSI and SSDI

· Eliminate the 24-month waiting period for Medicare for individuals receiving SSDI benefits

· Expand the Compassionate Allowances program

· Expedite and simplify the application process

· Remove the waiting period for receipt of benefits

2) This will also be achieved though the opposition to legislative proposals, such as those that:

· Limit access to SSI and SSDI

· Cut SSI and SSDI benefits
4. People with disabilities will have improved access to affordable and accessible housing
a. The DRLC will adopt and implement a legislative advocacy strategy to expand the availability of accessible affordable housing

1) This will be achieved through supporting legislative proposals, such as those that:

· Provide incentives to landowners/landlords to provide affordable housing to people with disabilities through the development of new housing or modifications to existing housing

· Modify existing zoning restrictions to make it easier for landowners/landlords to construct new affordable housing

· Provide funding or increased funding for accessible affordable housing, including for low income tenants

2) This will also be achieved though the opposition to legislative proposals, such as those that:

· Reduce or eliminate funding for accessible affordable housing, including for low income tenants

· Impose zoning ordinances that have a discriminatory impact on people with disabilities 
5. Youth with disabilities will have improved access to education and mental health services

a. The DRLC will adopt and implement a legislative advocacy strategy to increase community based education and mental health services and support for children
1) This will be achieved through supporting legislative proposals, such as those that:

· Provide or expand funding for community evidence-based mental health services and support 

2) This will be achieved through the opposition to legislative proposals, such as those that:

· Establish or expand inpatient mental health beds in locked juvenile delinquency/probation settings
· Reduce or eliminate funding for community based mental health services in the community

 

b. The DRLC will adopt and implement a legislative advocacy strategy to increase the availability of special education and related services to children with disabilities 
1) This will be achieved through supporting legislative proposals, such as those that:
· Provide increased funding for special education and related services to children with disabilities

· Increase the “child find” obligations of school districts and other local education agencies to identify and assess children who may be eligible for special education;
· Increase or enhance the procedural safeguards available to parents of children who have been denied special education and related services

2) This will also be achieved though the opposition to legislative proposals, such as those that:
· Reduce funding for special education and related services

· Reduce the qualifications required for teachers providing special education and related services
· Restrict access to services in the least restrictive environment

· Reduce the access to services in juvenile court schools 
c. The DRLC will adopt and implement a legislative advocacy strategy to increase the availability of post-secondary education to students with disabilities.  

1) This will be achieved through supporting legislative proposals, such as those that:

· Ensure that Community Colleges and State University websites are fully accessible

· Create incentives or funding to create alternate format materials

· Ensure that all new construction or stimulus money is used to increase program and physical access for all campuses

6. Improve the protection of civil rights of people with disabilities

a. The DRLC will adopt and implement a legislative advocacy strategy to assess and respond to legislation or regulatory action that has an impact on the civil rights of people with disabilities
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