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April 23, 2008

Assemblymember Fiona Ma
State Capitol, Room 2176
Sacramento, CA 95814
Via Fax – 916.319.2112
RE: AB 2887 (Ma) - Support
Dear Assemblymember Ma,

I am writing on behalf of the Disability Rights Legal Center to thank you for supporting AB 2887, a bill provides brings coverage of digital mammography.  This translates into better early detection outcomes and a lesser burden on state resources.   We have unique knowledge and experience with laws and legislation that impact the rights of individuals that may face cancer, cancer patients, their families, friends, healthcare professionals and employers through our Cancer Legal Resource Center (CLRC).  

By way of introduction, The Disability Rights Legal Center (DRLC) has worked to implement the civil rights of people with disabilities for over 30 years.  We are the oldest cross-disability legal advocacy organization in the country.  We are located at Loyola Law School and work extensively with law students.  Our mission is to promote the rights of people with disabilities and the public interest in an awareness of those rights by providing legal and related services. The CLRC, one of the four programs of the Disability Rights Legal Center, provides free and confidential information and resources nationwide on cancer-related legal issues through our national telephone assistance line and national outreach. 
Every year in California, over 25,000 women are diagnosed with breast cancer and more than 4,000 die from it.  Current medical advances consist of treatment which can eliminate the cancer but only when it is detected at an early stage; making early detection key to survival.  However, early detection requires regular breast cancer screening, which many women in California do not have access to.  As a result breast cancer becomes much deadlier among low-income women who tend to have lower screening rates.  They are 41% more likely to be diagnosed with late-stage breast cancer and are three times more likely to die from breast cancer.  
We would also like to thank you for your support of SB 1348.  We are very happy with the unanimous passing of SB 1348 through the Senate Health Committee.  SB 1348, the California Department of Health Services program, Every Woman Counts, will provide additional funding for breast cancer screening services to the state’s low-
income uninsured and underinsured women and will expand the eligibility age for the EWC Program to age 38.  AB 2887 will further this goal by ensuring access to quality breast cancer screenings through the coverage of digital mammography and enhance the chances of early detection.   
Thank you for supporting SB 1348 and AB 2887.  We appreciate your dedication in the fight against breast cancer.  
Sincerely,

Paula D. Pearlman, Esq.

Executive Director
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