
CLASS ACTION LAWSUIT SETTLEMENT NOTICE
IMPORTANT NOTICE TO ALL PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES WHO WERE OR ARE DETAINED IN SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY JUVENILE HALL, TREATMENT FACILITY, CAMP, WEST VALLEY DETENTION CENTER OR HIGH DESERT DETENTION CENTER AND ATTENDED A JUVENILE COURT SCHOOL. 

I. NOTICE OF CLASS ACTION

On April 17, 2003, Plaintiff John Doe 2 filed a First Amended Complaint in the class action lawsuit entitled John Doe 2, et al. v. County of San Bernardino, et al., Case No. EDCV 02-962 SGL.  John Doe 2 filed this lawsuit on behalf of himself and other youth with disabilities who were or are detained by the County of San Bernardino Probation Department, and educated by the San Bernardino County Superintendent of Schools.  The First Amended Complaint alleged violations of federal and state disability laws concerning education rights.  The Defendants deny violating federal and state laws and the Settlement Agreement is not an admission of liability or violation of law by the Defendants.


II. Settlement Agreement

How the Settlement Becomes Final

A hearing on the fairness of the settlement will be held before United States District Court Judge Stephen G. Larson on August 28, 2006 at 10:00 a.m. at the federal court located at 3470 Twelfth Street, Riverside, California 92501.  

YOU DO NOT NEED TO BE PRESENT AT THIS HEARING.  

As a Class Member, you have the right to object to this settlement.  Your objection must be made by Wednesday, August 11, 2006.  The settlement will not become binding until the court gives final approval.  As a class member there are two things you can do: 

(1) If the settlement is acceptable to you, you do not have to do anything else. 

(2) If you object to the settlement (in other words, if you think there is a problem with the settlement), you can tell the lawyers at DRLC so that the lawyers at DRLC can tell the Court. You can also hire your own lawyer if you think you need to.  

You can tell the lawyers at DRLC your objections in two ways: 

(a) Send the lawyers at DRLC something in writing telling the lawyers your objections. You can also write the lawyers at DRLC with comments or questions.  This can be in the form of a letter, and please include your name, address and telephone number. Send written objections to:  

Disability Rights Legal Center, 

P.O. Box 19206, 

San Bernardino, California 92423-9036.  

On your written objection put: John Doe 2 v. County of San Bernardino, a public entity et al., Case No. EDCV 02-962 SGL. Your written objection must be postmarked (put into the mail) on or before Wednesday, August 2, 2006.  

(b) Call the toll-free number (866) 826 - 4424 to tell the lawyers at DRLC your objections, or if you have comments or questions.  To record an objection you must call this number on or before Wednesday, August 11, 2006. Please include your name, address and telephone number and your comments or questions.

Summary of the Settlement Agreement 

The following terms of the Settlement Agreement were reached after almost two years of negotiations between the class members and their attorneys and the San Bernardino Superintendent of Schools and his attorneys.  Judge Stephen G. Larson of the United States District Court for the Central District of California, Eastern Division helped the parties conduct the negotiations.   

A. Parties to the Settlement Agreement
The parties to the Settlement Agreement include Plaintiffs John Doe 2, John Doe 3, John Doe 4, Jane Doe 5, John Doe 6, John Doe 7, on behalf of themselves and the Settlement Class. The Defendants are San Bernardino County Superintendent of Schools and its employees.

B. People Included in the Settlement Class
The Plaintiff Class included in the Settlement Agreement is comprised of all present and future minors in San Bernardino County, California who have or will have disabilities; and who, because of such disabilities, have experienced or will experience disability-related discrimination; and who need or will need reasonable accommodations and/or reasonable modifications in accordance with federal and state disability laws and special education and related services, including mental health services; and who are or will be detained in San Bernardino County Juvenile Hall Facilities or as an alternative to juvenile hall, are residing in or will reside in County detention or treatment facilities operated by the San Bernardino County Probation Department where San Bernardino County Superintendent of Schools provides educational services. 

C. Terms of the Settlement Agreement (This is what the settlement will do)

1. Intake and Assessment 

Under the Settlement Agreement, intake procedures for the San Bernardino County Juvenile Halls Schools will be changed to screen, assess, refer and determine educational needs for youth entering Juvenile Court Schools. This includes the need for special education services.  Information received as a result of the intake procedures will be provided to other agencies that work with youth in custody to make sure that youth receive appropriate services.  

2. Educational Services

The Juvenile Court Schools must cooperate with other agencies to provide education and treatment to youth.  Additionally, Defendants will facilitate the availability of appropriate elective courses and library services at Juvenile Hall Schools and provide a social skills/behavioral program.   

3. Special Education and Disability Accommodations

The Juvenile Court Schools will accommodate students with disabilities and train staff to identify students with disabilities.  The Schools must provide designated instruction services, mental health services, special day class and behavioral support as required by a student’s Individualized Education Program (IEP).

4. Implementation and Monitoring

Defendants are required to report to the Court and Plaintiffs’ counsel.  Defendants will also participate in a Working Group comprised of the Probation Department and the Department of Behavioral Health to put into practice the Settlement Agreement.  

5. Effective Date and Length of Settlement Agreement

The Settlement Agreement is effective as of September 1, 2006 and will continue for three (3) years.  This means that for the next three years Plaintiffs’ counsel and the Court will work with the Juvenile Court Schools to make sure that they do what they are supposed to under the Settlement Agreement. 

6. Monetary Damages and Attorneys Fees

Plaintiffs John Doe 2 – 7 assert individual damage claims on behalf of themselves for civil rights injuries arising out of their detention in Juvenile Hall and attendance at Juvenile Court Schools.  Defendants do not admit liability for any damage claims. 

However, to avoid further litigation, the parties have agreed that the Defendants will pay the individual class members a total of $30,000 to settle these claims.  Defendants have agreed to pay the lawyers for the class $155,000 in fees and costs for the work they have done and the expenses paid while working on this case.

Settlement class members do not get money damage payments, but class members can pursue their own claims for damages that they might have because of their individual experiences.  

III. For MOre information

The Notice is a summary of the settlement. If you want more information about the Settlement Agreement, or a copy of the Settlement Agreement, you or your lawyer may contact the Disability Rights Legal Center at (866) 826-4424 or via the internet at http://www.disabilityrightslegalcenter.org/. A copy of the settlement agreement is posted on the website. 
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