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Winston & Strawn Receives Disability Rights Legal Center’s 
“Pro Bono Counsel of the Year” Award

LOS ANGELES – Nov. 20, 2009 - Winston & Strawn was named “Pro Bono Counsel of the Year” by the Disability Rights Legal Center (DRLC) for its ongoing support of the organization and its mission to promote the rights of people with disabilities nationwide, as well as to help protect those rights through legal and related services.  The award was presented during the organization's Annual Gala & Silent Auction, held last night in Los Angeles. 

“We are very pleased to have received this award," said Laura Petroff, managing partner of the firm's Los Angeles office.  "Winston & Strawn is deeply committed to serving the public interest everywhere, and we are honored to have had the opportunity to work with the DRLC and other good causes that advocate justice.”
Most recently, the firm has played a key role in two Southern California-based disability rights class action lawsuits.  One case seeks to hold the San Bernardino Court System liable for failing to meet Americans with Disabilities Act requirements and leaving litigants, jurors and the general public who have disabilities unable to access court facilities and programs.  The firm is also handling a suit brought against the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department for system access barriers and its failure to accommodate inmates with physical disabilities and chronic medical conditions.  While the case is ongoing, inmates now have access to more wheelchairs and some jail facilities are being renovated as a result of this legal pressure.  

Winston Partner Anna Segobia Masters has long been involved with the DRLC, serving as a board member for more than five years and is a past recipient of the DRLC Pro Bono award. Shane Sagheb, a partner in the Los Angeles office, is the lead counsel on both of the current class action suits and is supported by Los Angeles associates Nicole Herft, Greg Martin and Ben Gipson.   
“Our Pro Bono Counsel of the Year award recognizes the extraordinary contributions Winston & Strawn has made to the community at large," said Paula Pearlman, DRLC’s executive director. “It is through advocacy like Winston & Strawn’s that the DRLC is able to help champion disability rights for all.”
The DRLC’s annual event, themed "A Great Night for a Great Cause," was hosted by KTLA-5 reporter Elizabeth Espinosa and featured entertainment by popular jazz recording artist Barbara Morrison.  In years past, the organization has recognized companies such as The Starbucks Corporation, Cisco Systems, Inc. and The Boeing Company for their community contributions.
The Disability Rights Legal Center is a non-profit organization affiliated with Loyola Law School that works on several fronts to better serve the disability community.  Its important programs include: the Civil Rights Litigation Program, the Education Advocacy Program, the Community Outreach Program, the Cancer Legal Resource Center and Options Counseling and Lawyer Referral Services.  See www.disabilityrightslegalcenter.org.
Winston & Strawn LLP is an international commercial law firm with 12 offices in America, Asia and Europe.  More information about the firm is available at www.winston.com.
 

